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THE  1874-CC  HALF  DOLLAR 
by 

William  B.  Bugert 

In  1874  the  Carson  City  Mint  produced  59,000  half  dollars,  the  second 
lowest  mintage  from  that  facility  for  the  Seated  half  dollar  series.  I've  been 
interested  in  Seated  halves  for  quite  a  while  and  this  date  has  always  been 
appealing  to  me  as  it  is  one  of  the  series'  semi-keys.  I've  heard  Kam 
Ahwash  has  estimated  that  75-100  specimens  of  this  date/mint  exist  and  I 
believe  that  is  probably  accurate,  if  not  high.  However,  from  my  experience 
most  of  these  have  graded  no  better  than  VG;  hence,  I  believe  this  is  a  date 
to  watch  for  especially  in  higher  grades. 

Beistle  in  his  book  "A  Register  of  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  and  Sub- 
Varieties"  reports  one  pair  of  dies  for  this  date.  I  have  been  studying  the  die 
characteristics  of  this  variety  and  also  have  found  only  the  one  pair  of  dies. 
Over  the  period  of  a  few  years  I  have  seen  perhaps  ten  1874-CC  halves 
grading  from  AG-AU,  all  with  characteristics  as  described  below. 

REVERSE:  The  CC  mintmark  is  small  (.029  inches  high)  and  placed  well  into 
the  crotch  formed  by  the  stem  of  the  olive  branch  and  the  arrow's  feathers. 
Both  CC's  are  closed.  The  eagle  has  what  I  call  a  'cowlick',  a  small  die 
defect  extending  from  the  eagle's  head  near  the  first  letter  'T'  pointed 
towards  the  base  of  'R'  in  the  motto.  Additionally,  there  is  a  die  line  that 
runs  diagonally  thru  the  second  'S'  in  'STATES'  from  the  base  of  the  letter 
'E'.  Both  the  cowlick  and  the  die  line  has  been  on  all  1874-CC  halves  I've  ex- 
amined regardless  of  grade.  Beistle  lists  neither  of  these  die  marks. 


OBVERSE:  The  date  is  .081  inches  high  and  centered  between  the  base  of 
liberty  and  the  coin's  rim.  Both  arrows  at  the  date  are  large  and  placed  at 
an  upward  angle  from  the  horizontal,  the  right  arrow  at  a  somewhat  greater 
angle.  There  are  no  characteristic  die  marks  as  on  the  reverse  that  I've 
seen.  Beistle  states  'The  foot  is  mutilated  by  a  die  defect.'  But  I  have  not 
seen  this.  Have  you? 

The  high  grade  specimens  of  this  date  are  well  struck  and  extremely  rare 
as  such.  I  would  be  interested  in  determining  if  the  readers'  1874-CC  halves 
have  these  same  die  characteristics.  Correspondence  is  welcomed  and  I 
will  report  findings  in  a  future  issue  of  the  journal.  I  can  be  contacted  at 
5522  Winford  Court,  Fairfax,  Virginia  22032. 


Liberty  Seated  Coins  at  Auction 

Mail  Bid  &  Public  Sale 

October  I,  1983 

HOLIDAY  INN  MIDTOWN,  PHIL  A.  PA 

US  -  Foreign  Coins  •  Currency  •  Tokens 
For  catalog  write:  C.E.  Bullowa 
1616  Walnut  St.  •  Philadelphia,  PA  19103 
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numismatic 
portfolios 

P.O.  box  9091  •  bakersfield,  California  93389 
(805)831-1211 

A  specialist  in  l  iberty  Seated  coinage  since  1972 
Donald  J.  Vettel    ANA  #R-97048    LSCC  #572 


LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS  FOR  SALE 


50$ 

1846  XF-45;  tall  date;  choice  and  original  $  120 

1853  XF-45;  arrows  and  rays;  claims  to  AU  225 

1872  VF-30;  choice  and  original  45 

1874  VF-30;  with  arrows;  choice  and  original  80 

$1 

1842       F-12;  old  cleaning  evident  under  attractive  toning  $  120 

1844       AU-55;  claims  to  full  mint  state;  scarce  900 

1846-0     AU-50;  scarce,  attractive  and  lusterous  750 

1869       AU-50;  choice,  scarce  and  underrated  550 

1871        VG-10;  choice  and  original   120 

1871  F-12;  nice  detail  but  cleaned  110 

1872  VG-8;  attractive  peripheral  toning   100 

1872       F-12;  original  but  a  little  dirty  110 

1872-S     MS-63;  fully  struck  and  very  attractive;  deep 

toning  over  frosty  surfaces;  very  rare  as  such; 

auction  papers  and  grading  accompany  3600 

1873SL    AU-55;  stunning  toning  and  very  choice   550 

1877-  S     TR  VF-30;  cleaned  with  prominent  obverse 

scratch   45 

1878-  CC  F-15;  claims  to  VF;  very  choice  and  original  280 

TERMS  OF  SALE: 

1.  All  coins  guaranteed  genuine  and  graded  by  ANA  standards.  100  day 
unconditional  return  privilege. 


2.  Phone  orders  taken  between  5  p.m.  and  9  p.m.  PST.  Please  call  collect. 
Approval  sales  to  regular  customers  only.  Postal  money  orders  and  cashier's 
checks  get  immediate  delivery.  Allow  2  weeks  for  other  checks  and  money 
orders  to  clear. 

3.  All  prices  include  postage  and  insurance.  California  residents  please  add 
6%  sales  tax. 
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1870-CC  DOLLAR  UPDATE 
by 

John  Kroon 

With  a  mintage  of  only  12,462,  it  is  surprising  that  four  different  reverse 
dies  as  described  in  Issue  #23  were  used  in  coining  1870-CC  Seated 
Dollars,  By  comparison,  only  two  reverse  dies  were  used  in  minting  the 
54,617  pieces  for  the  1870-CC  half  dollar  and  only  one  reverse  die  is  known 
for  the  8340  pieces  struck  for  the  1870-CC  quarter.  In  this  article,  I  shall 
discuss  the  relative  availability  for  the  four  reverses  of  the  1870-CC  dollar. 
During  the  past  two  years,  I  have  examined  over  40  specimens  at  various 
bourses.  The  coins  have  graded  from  good  to  almost  uncirculated.  Auction 
catalogs  have  been  of  little  value  in  determining  the  relative  availability  of 
the  four  reverses  for  several  reasons.  First,  auction  catalogs  rarely  state 
which  reverse  was  used.  Second,  when  they  do  describe  the  CC  position,  it 
is  either  "widely  spaced  CC",  or  "closely  spaced  CC".  This  information  is 
insufficient  in  determining  which  of  the  four  reverses  was  used.  "Widely 
spaced  CC"  could  be  Reverse  2,  3,  or  4.  Third,  the  reverse  of  a  coin  is  rarely 
pictured  in  an  auction  catalog.  My  estimates  of  the  relative  availability  are 
therefore  based  on  coins  which  I  have  examined. 

For  1870-CC  dollars,  Reverse  4  (also  used  on  all  known  1873-CC  dollars) 
is  the  most  common,  accounting  for  about  50%  of  the  coins  seen.  About 
25%  of  1870-CC  dollars  have  Reverse  3  (also  used  on  all  known  1872-CC 
dollars).  About  20%  have  Reverse  2  (also  used  on  all  known  1871-CC 
dollars).  Only  5%  of  the  1870-CC  dollars  have  Reverse  1  (the  closely  spaced 
CC,  coined  only  during  1870).  In  two  years,  I  have  seen  only  two  examples 
of  the  closely  spaced  CC  variety.  Reverse  1  is  therefore  the  scarcest  of  the 
four  reverses  for  the  1870-CC  dollar. 


1870-CC  Dollar,  Reverse  1  Closely  Spaced  CC 


In  Issue  #26,  Weimar  White  estimated  that  75  to  275  of  the  1870-CC 
dollars  survive  in  any  grade.  I  feel  that  the  number  of  extant  pieces  is  at 
least  in  the  upper  range  of  that  estimate  because  in  the  past  two  years  I 
have  examined  over  40  different  examples,  17  of  v^hich  were  seen  at  the 
Central  States  Numismatic  Society  bourse  held  in  April  1983  in  Dearborn, 
Michigan. 

I  hope  that  this  information  has  shed  some  light  on  the  1870-CC  dollar: 
the  only  reasonably  available,  and  the  only  reasonably  priced  Carson  City 
Seated  Dollar. 


A  FEW  SCARCE  COINS  FROM  BILL 


HALF  DIMES 

1842-0    VF25,  scratch  on  rev  $59 

1858-0    VF25,  die  break  thru 

head  21 

1859  0     Ch.XF45/AU58,  full  rev. 

lustre  49 

DIMES 

1844      VF30,  some  pitting  $35 

1851-0    Abt.  XF35    few  merits  25 

1858-S    VG10  full  LIBERTY   65 

1868-  S    VG10  13 

1869-  S    F12/VG8  13 

1873-S    F12,  few  tiny  digs   19 

1875-S    In  wreath,  Ch.AU55,  usual 

terrible  strike,  scr.  on 

rev  37 

1885-S    VG8/G4,  very  scarce  129 

1890-S    VG10/G4  7 

QUARTERS 

1840-  0    N/Drap.  VF20,  rough  $25 

1841-  0    VF20,  porous,  sm  obv. 

scr  22 

1850-0    VG8,  somewhat  rough   12 

1860-0    Ch.XF45,  once  cleaned  85 

1860-S    G4/AG3  55 


QUARTERS 

1 864  X  F40,  tiny  scr  on  rev 

field  $129 

1865  VF25/35,  original  tone  110 

1866-  S    NiceAG,  very  rare  119 

1867-  8    XF40,  lite  porosity  119 

1868      VF-XF35/40,  sm  rim  ding  ...  175 

1873  Closed  3,  N/AF12/VF30, 

lite  porosity  125 

1874  F-VF15   29 

1876S    VF-XF35/40  nice  25 

1878-CC  XF40,  nice  toning  69 

1881       VF25,  once  cleaned  125 

1891-S    VF30/35  29 

HALVES 

1843      XF40,  cleaned,  nicely 

retoned  $35 

1848       G6/VG8  37 

1848       VG8/10  45 

1850-0     VF20  35 

1858-  0    XF45,  porous,  sm  scr.  on 

leg  27 

1859-  0    Ch.XF  AU45/50,  nice 

tone  52 

1861-0  XF40,  scratch  on  reverse  ...  29 
1868       G6/VG8,  scarce  29 

1 868-  S    V  F  X  F35,  very  n  ice  39 

1871-CC  VF30,  rough  surf  ace, 

very  rare  219 

1873-CC  Arrows,  G4  49 


As  always,  graded  by  B  &  D  standards  - 14  day  return  privilege. 
I'm  not  pleased  until  you  are  -  Bill. 

BILL  G.  CARPENTER  RARE  COINS 

P.O.  Box  U-iyB1    •    Mobile,  Alabama  3BBBB 
Phone  [205]  B43-2B31         LSCC  #yO 
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SMALLER  DIAMETER  ON  SEATED  BUST 
HALF  MULING  OF  1840 
by 

David  Lange 

I  would  like  to  add  a  few  comments  to  my  article  on  the  Seated-Bust  half 
dollar  muling  of  1840  published  in  Issue  #24  of  the  journal.  In  this  piece  I 
speculated  that  a  collector  might  be  fortunate  enough  to  discover  this 
scarce  variety  unattributed  and  steal  it  away  at  a  bargain  price.  I  am  now 
able  to  confirm  this  notion,  as  I  did  just  that  not  long  after  the  article  was 
published.  I  bought  a  F/VF  specimen  from  a  dealer  who  normally  handles 
just  silver  dollars  and  bullion  and  he  was  apparently  relieved  to  be  rid  of 
such  a  slow-moving  item. 

This  coin  is  Beistle's  1 B  but  in  an  earlier  state,  lacking  the  third  die  crack 
on  the  reverse.  The  obverse  is  definitely  a  different  die  than  the  one  il- 
lustrated in  Issue  #24  and  is  quite  well  struck,  showing  none  of  the  flat 
spots  previously  described.  The  reverse  shows  no  evidence  of  unusual  die 
polishing  and  gives  no  clue  as  to  why  such  extreme  lapping  of  the  die  was 
later  performed.  The  most  interesting  observation  I  was  able  to  make  is 
that  this  coin,  like  the  one  described  in  my  article,  is  of  a  smaller  diameter 
than  that  normally  seen  with  Liberty  Seated  halves.  The  exact  diameter  is 
30mm  as  opposed  to  the  standard  figure  of  30.6mm.  Don  Taxay,  in  his 
Catalogue  and  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Coins,  notes  that  the  Capped 
Bust,  Reeded  Edge  half  dollar  of  1837,  whose  reverse  type  is  employed  in 
this  muling,  is  known  to  have  three  different  diameters.  These  include 
30mm,  30.5mm,  and  31mm.  Although  not  well  publicized,  this  same  situa- 
tion exists  also  for  other  silver  coins  of  the  1830's.  With  such  experimenta- 
tion occurring  at  this  time,it  seems  quite  possible  that  the  Seated-Bust  half 
dollar  muling  of  1840  was  just  one  more  step  in  the  development  of  the 
Liberty  Seated  coinage.  This  would  make  the  coin  both  a  pattern  and  a 
regular  issue.  As  has  been  noted  by  a  number  of  researchers,  this  dual 
status  is  enjoyed  by  the  1836  Reeded  Edge  halves  and  Gobrecht  dollars. 
The  fact  that  a  smaller,  30mm  collar  was  employed  for  this  issue  indicates 
that  the  coiner  was  conscious  of  the  alien  die  and  made  allowance  for  it.  I 
had  not  yet  discovered  the  smaller  diameter  of  this  variety  when  I  submit- 
ted my  article,  and  I  now  feel  it  necessary  to  discard  my  previous  theory 
that  this  muling  was  not  a  deliberate  action.  One  more  observation  lends 
support  to  the  idea  that  extra  effort  was  expended  to  bring  these  mis- 
matched dies  together.  When  I  noticed  that  the  diameter  of  this  variety  was 
smaller  than  normal  on  both  of  my  specimens,  it  occurred  to  methat  a  prob- 
lem would  have  been  present  in  the  oversize  Liberty  Seated  obverse  die.  A 
quick  glance  revealed  that  the  muling  has  a  narrower  than  normal  obverse 
rim,  indicating  that  the  die  had  been  turned  down  in  a  lathe  to  make  it  com- 
patible with  the  reverse  die  and  collar.  Incidentally,  the  muling  has  147 
reeds  as  opposed  to  145  for  the  normal  variety  1840  half— very  close  but- 
unquestionably  different. 
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J&K 

P.O.  BOX  565  •  CONROE,  TEXAS  77305 
CONROE  409/539-2000 


MAIL  BID  RULES  MAIL  BID 

1.  Bids  recorded  in  order  received.  CLOSE  JULY  30th,  1983 

2.  High  bidders  to  be  notified  by  August  10,  1983. 

3.  Reserve  the  right  to  refuse  any  ridiculous  bid. 

4.  Ail  coins  guaranteed  genuine,  grading  by  ANA  and  Photograde. 

5.  Unsatisfactory  lot  must  be  postmarlced  for  return  within  30  days  after  receipt. 

Please  Don't  Bid  If  You  Won't  Buy 


COMMENTS  &  DESCRIPTION  GRADE 

HALF  DIMES 

1.  1837  No  stars,  ANACS,  cleaned  Almost  Uncirculated  50/50 

2.  1839-0  Reverse  of  38.  Large  0  Good 

3.  1840-0  Drapery,  obverse  and  reverse  scratches, 

but  not  severe  Fine 

4.  1844-0  Large  0.  Rare  coin  Good 

5.  1852-0         Scarce  Good 

6.  1853  No  arrows.  Cleaned  a  long  time  ago, 

beautiful  blue  toning  Extra  Fine 

7.  1858   Extra  Fine 

8.  1865-S  Beautiful  and  rare;  double  date  with 

shattered  reverse  Almost  Uncirculated 

DIMES 

9.1838-0  Nostars  VeryGood 

10.  1841-0   Very  Fine 

11.  1844  Little  Orphan  Annie  Very  Fine 

12.  1846-0  Very  scarce  VeryGood 

13.  1846  Rare  VeryGood 

14.  1846  Rare,  obverse  and  reverse  scratches  Fine 

15.  1859-S  Rare  VeryGood 

16.  1870-S  Very  rare  Almost  Good 

17.  1880  Reverse  scratch,  very  rare.  This 

one  is  lovely  to  look  at  Almost  Uncirculated 

TWENTY  CENTS 

18.  1875   Very  Fine 

19.  1875-CC   Very  Fine/Extra  Fine 

20.  1875-S   Very  Fine 

QUARTERS 

21.  1841   verynne 

22.  1850-0         Scarce   Fine 

23.  1854-0  HughOobversescratch,  very  rare  Fine 

24.  1857-S  Rare  VeryGood 

25.  1860   Almost  Uncirculated 

26.  1873-S   Very  Fine 

27.  1876   Almost  Uncirculated  Plus 

28.  1877-CC   Fine 

HALVES 

29.  1846-0  No  drapery  Extra  Fine 

30.1847-0  No  drapery  Good/Very  Good 

31.  1853-0   Extra  Fine 

32.  1856/56-0      Cleaned,  ANACS  Extra  Fine  40/40 

33.  1861   Extra  Fine 

34.  1863-S   Extra  Fine 

35.  1867-S  Scarce  Extra  Fine  Plus 

36.  1872-CC       Rare  Good 

37.  1872-CC       Rarity  4    Extra  Fine 

38.  1873-CC       No  arrows.  Rare   Good 

39.  1878  Ivluch  underrated  coin,  very  scarce,  this  nice, 

1  obverse  scratch  removes  it  from  choice 

almost  uncirculated  Almost  Uncirculated 

DOLLARS 

40.  1849  Rim  bumps,  but  very  scarce  Almost  Uncirculated 


JERRY  MARTIN    •   30  DAY  RETURNS   •   ANA  GRADING 
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WHAT  IS  AN  1888  S  QUARTER  WORTH? 

by 

Weimar  W.  White 

For  years,  most  collectors  and  dealers  have  used  mintage  figures  as 
their  primary  guide  in  estimating  the  rarity  of  a  particular  coin.  However,  by 
studying  auction  records  and  the  coin's  available  directly  from  dealers,  one 
can  get  a  much  better  feeling  for  the  true  scarcity  or  rarity  of  a  certain  coin 
in  its  various  states  of  preservation. 

In  my  opinion,  the  1888-S  Seated  Liberty  quarter  is  a  very  under-rated 
issue  that  has  suffered  in  price  appreciation  because  of  high  mintage  when 
compared  to  some  of  its  close  Philadelphia  cousins.  For  example,  the 
1888-S  with  a  mintage  of  1.2  million  was  initially  about  100  times  more  plen- 
tiful than  was  the  1888  or  1889  quarter.  Apparently,  the  1888-S  was  not 
generally  saved,  but  it  now  appears  the  tables  have  been  reversed.  I  believe 
this  coin  to  be  more  rare  than  many  lower-minted  quarters  of  this  period. 
This  is  particularly  true  when  the  coin  is  found  in  choice  and  gem  uncir- 
culated states  of  preservation. 

Bill  Cregan  pointed  out  in  Issue  #24  of  the  journal  that  the  1888-S  quarter 
is  difficult  to  locate  in  choice  circulated  condition.  He  also  mentioned  that 
the  dies  were  overworked  which  resulted  in  the  loss  of  detail  on  many  of 
the  known  coins.  If  one  uses  strike  as  a  grading  parameter,  then  poor  strik- 
ing qualities  of  this  coin  has  helped  lower  its  overall  grade. 

To  give  an  idea  of  the  relative  rarity  of  the  1888-S  quarter,  the  auction 
records  for  this  date  are  compared  to  several  lower  minted  twenty-five  cent 
pieces.  The  following  auction  data  were  obtained  from  Romes  Prices 
Realized  from  1972  through  1978. 


Gem  Uncirculated  1888-S  Quarter. 
Pictures  taken  by  Jim  Delabarto. 
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Number  of  Appearances 


Quarters 

Mintages 

Proof 

Gem 

Choice 

Unc. 

CIrc. 

Total 

1878-S 

140,000 

- 

4 

5 

6 

34 

49 

1884 

8,875 

61 

15 

11 

12 

5 

104 

1888 

10,833 

42 

20 

12 

4 

2 

80 

1888-S 

1,216,000 

2 

6 

23 

7 

38 

1889 

12,711 

44 

14 

6 

10 

10 

84 

It  is  generally  known  that  more  proof  examples  for  the  three  Philadelphia 
issues  are  available  to  collectors  than  uncirculated  business  strikes. 

Now  let's  review  the  prices  given  for  these  coins  in  The  Official  Red  Book 
of  United  States  Coins  (1983). 


Quarters 

Proof-60 

MS-60 

EX-40 

VF-20 

1878-S 

$2,000 

$250 

$175 

1884 

$725 

$1,100 

$250 

$165 

1888 

$725 

$1,000 

$225 

$145 

1888-S 

$  625 

$  40 

$  22 

1889 

$725 

$1,000 

$175 

$125 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  1888-S  is  undervalued  in  Red  Book  and  its 
price  should  be  adjusted  upward. 

It  Is  interesting  to  note  that  an  1884  quarter  in  gem  condition  and  an  1889 
quarter  in  choice  mint  state  were  recently  sold  at  the  Stack's  sale  in  March 
for  $4,750  and  $3,600  respectively. 

After  studying  the  availability  of  these  five  dates  over  a  period  of  time, 
using  auction  records,  the  numismatic  press,  dealer  catalogs  and  coin 
shows,  I  thought  I  would  venture  a  rough  estimate  of  the  quantities  of  these 
quarters  remaining  In  their  various  states  of  preservation. 

Estimation  of  Pieces  in  Existence 


Quarters 

Proof 

MS-65 

MS-60/63 

Circulated  and 
Mint  State 

1878-S 

13-30 

25-45 

less  than  225 

1884 

150-215 

25-70 

40-90 

less  than  410 

1888 

80-170 

35-85 

25-70 

less  than  375 

1888-S 

13-30 

60-120 

less  than  300 

1889 

80-170 

25-70 

25-70 

less  than  375 

As  to  what  the  1888-S  is  worth,  we  will  let  the  fortunate  owners  determine 
the  prices  at  which  they  are  willing  to  part  with  their  scarce  or  rare  ex- 
amples of  this  date. 
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AN  OFF  CENTER  1853-0  QUARTER  WITH  FILLED  MINTMARK 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 

Shown  below  is  a  picture  of  the  reverse  of  an  off  center  1853-0  quarter. 
The  mint  error  characteristics  alone  would  be  sufficient  to  make  this  a  very 
rare  coin  but  this  piece  was  also  struck  from  a  reverse  die  with  a  filled  New 
Orleans  mintmark.  I  have  seen  several  pieces  with  the  mintmark  complete- 
ly filled  but  this  piece  shows  some  recutting  inside  the  opening.  In  fact  at 
this  stage  it  appears  that  this  could  be  a  strongly  double  punched  mint- 
mark  but  it  would  be  difficult  to  speculate  due  to  the  circulation  that  the 
coin  has  seen.  Does  anyone  have  a  higher  grade  specimen  from  this  die 
that  gives  any  additional  clues  as  to  how  the  defective  mintmark  was 
created? 

The  mintmark  on  this  reverse  is  unusually  high  being  struck  well  up  into 
the  olive  stem  and  into  the  feathers  on  the  arrow  shaft.  There  is  a  die  crack 
on  the  reverse  that  runs  from  the  left  side  of  the  mintmark,  through  the 
lower  tip  of  the  feather,  across  the  rays  and  through  two  talons  of  the  left 
claw,  over  the  bud  and  on  into  the  stem  of  the  branch.  This  die  crack  will 
identify  the  reverse  die  but  might  not  be  visible  at  an  earlier  die  state. 

The  picture  of  the  1853-0  quarter  was  taken  by  Tom  Mulvaney  at  Para- 
mount Rare  Coin  Corp. 
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J  T  COINS 

J  T  COINS  is  buying  Seated  Doilars  especially 
1853-1857,1859  P  &  S.  1860-P,  1861-1869  and  all  Carson 
City  pieces  except  1870-CC.  Paying  red  book  and  up 
for  clean  accurately  graded  coins. 

COINS  FOR  SALE 

HALF  DIMES 


1865-S        XF-40  $125 

QUARTERS 

1870  VF-20  $126 

1871  .  VF-25  95 

HALVES 

1852-0  F-15,  weak  strike  at 6  o'clock  on  obverse  ...  .$110 

1857  AU  cleaned  85 

1858  XF/AU  original  8i  attractive  75 

1859-  S        Overall  VF,  weak  E  in  LIBERTY  50 

1860-  S         F/VF  50 

1871-CC      AG-3  +  /G  60 

1873-CC     Arrows,  Good-6  55 

1875-CC     XF.45  cleaned  95 

DOLLARS 

1844  F-15  $275 

1845  VG-10  225 

1845  VF,  rim  ding  at  2  o'clock  250 

1846-0         EF-40   425 

1848  EF-45,dark   675 

1853  VF,  rim  dings    250 

1859  EF  575 

1859-S        G-6  195 

1871-CC      VF-25/35   3500 


JOSEPH  T.  JAFFE 

P.O.  Box  289  •  Chenango  Bridge,  New  York  13745 
Telephone  (607)  648-3937 
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HISTORICAL  ASSOCIATIONS  AND  RARITY 

by 

Bill  Cregan 

When  estimating  the  relative  scarcity  of  Liberty  Seated  coins  emitted 
from  the  branch  mints,  the  investigation  of  historical  and  economic 
background  is  useful  in  determining  the  rarity  of  certain  dates.  It  is  always 
a  wonder  to  many  Liberty  Seated  collectors  as  to  why  many  mintmarked 
dates  with  large  mintages  are  so  elusive  today,  especially  in  the  very  fine  to 
about  uncirculated  grading  ranges. 

Attempting  to  explain  the  rarity  of  a  particular  date  or  mint  is  usually  left 
to  speculation,  unless  official  Federal  melting  or  exporting  figures  are 
available  to  support  the  depletion  of  a  specific  date.  So,  with  imagination, 
describing  the  scarcity  of  a  particular  date  might  be  linked  to  the  historical 
and  economic  events  of  the  coin's  issuing  period. 

For  example,  many  fractional  Carson  City  Mint  coins  issued  between 
1870  and  1875  are  coveted  for  their  rarity.  When  located,  most  pieces  are 
either  badly  worn  or  pitted.  The  oppressive  condition  of  these  coins  could 
partially  divulge  the  causes  of  their  rarity.  In  the  early  1870's  Carson  City 
was  a  fresh  outpost  in  a  hostile,  cold,  underpopulated  mining  area. 
Transportation,  save  for  the  Virginia  and  Truckee  Railroad,  was  inefficient 
and  undersupplied.  Furthermore,  the  Carson  City  vicinity  was  sealed  in  by 
the  beautiful,  and  still  deadly  Sierra  Nevada  mountain  range  for  commuters 
of  the  time. 

A  clue  to  the  scarcity  of  these  early  "CC"  issues  is  that  they  circulated 
extensively  in  the  early  west.  It  is  possible  the  mint  distributed  most  of 
these  coins  into  Reno  and  Carson  City  as  well  as  the  large  mining  boom- 
towns  of  Virginia  and  Silver  Cities.  Since  the  attraction  of  abundant  gold 
and  silver  ore  eclipsed  coin  collecting  in  these  areas,  the  small  mintage 
Carson  City  coins  simply  wore  out  or  were  lost  as  indicated  by  the  large 
numbers  of  corroded  pieces  encountered  today. 

An  unusual  situation  may  explain  the  relative  scarcity  of  many  Liberty 
Seated  San  Francisco  issues.  As  an  example,  consider  the  1887-S  dime 
with  a  mintage  of  over  four  million  pieces.  Like  many  other  "S"  mintmarked 
dates  in  the  Liberty  Seated  series,  it  is  hard  to  locate  in  original  high  cir- 
culated grades.  Questionable  activities  in  the  Barbary  Coast  and 
Chinatown  sections  of  San  Francisco  possibly  contributed  to  depleting  the 
supply  of  1887-S  dimes. 

The  Barbary  Coast  was  an  early  user  of  vending  machines,  housed  exten- 
sively in  its  gambling  dens,  prostitution  houses  and  bars.  Musical 
machines  were  particularly  popular  and  the  cost  of  a  performance  ran  be- 
tween ten  and  twenty-five  cents.  Many  other  sensual  diversions  in  this  sec- 
tion also  required  quantities  of  small  silver  coins,  probably  diverting  much 
of  the  silver  coinage  from  the  San  Francisco  mint  into  this  pleasure  area. 
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Chinatown  also  demanded  fractional  silver  change,  and  quickly  con- 
sumed it  into  its  gambling  and  opium  dens.  At  the  peak  of  the  Chinese 
"Tong"  or  gangland  wars  in  the  late  1890's,  tremendous  hoards  of  frac- 
tional silver  coin  garnered  from  Chinatown's  illicit  operations  were  pro- 
bably melted  for  ease  in  shipment  by  thousands  of  frightened  Chinese  leav- 
ing for  their  homeland.  It  can  also  be  presumed  that  much  of  the  small 
change  collected  along  the  Barbary  Coast  was  transferred  into  Chinatown 
by  greedy  Barbary  Coast  tavern  owners  or  organized  criminals  interested  in 
dealing  drugs  or  acting  jointly  with  Chinese  racketeers  in  the  operation  of 
gambling  dens  or  lottery  parlors.  Theory  and  imagination  are  useful  in  solv- 
ing the  scarcity  mystery  surrounding  much  of  our  Seated  Coinage,  and  it 
adds  immeasurably  to  the  excitement  and  romance  of  yesteryear  that  is 
very  definitely  an  ingredient  of  our  Liberty  Seated  coinage. 


HALF  DIMES 

1837  Sm.  Date  FINE  $55 

1838  V.3EF-t-  60 

1839  G-VG  8 

1839       EF+   55 

1839-  0    EF  Slightly  weak  E  55 

1840-  0     W/DGOOD  32 

1841-  0    VG  15 

1842       V.laEF  55 

1844-0     G/AG  45 

1849       G  7 

1852-0     G  30 

1853  Arr.,VFEF  22 

1854  Arr.,GVG  6 

1854  Arr.,  Dark,  Ex-Mount  on 

Rev.  EF  12 


HALF  DIMES 

1854  0     Arr.,  FINE  $22 

1856  VF-t-   18 

1857  VF-EF  30 

1858-0     VF  35 

1868-S    G  8 

1871       VF  22 

QUARTERS 

1850-0     VG  $35 

1855-0    Arr.,  FINE  70 

HALVES 

1840-0    Lg.0Var.3F-H  $35 


Grading  by  ANA,  Photograde.  10-day  return  option.  Add  $.50  to  help  with 
postage  and  insurance.  Checks  must  clear.  Michigan  residents  add  sales 
tax. 

FRED  LOCKE  LSCC  #665 

P.O.  Box  301  •  Walled  Lake,  Michigan  48088 
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MAIL  BID  SALE 

The  following  three  important  and  rare  varieties  are  be- 
ing offered  to  the  LSCC  Members  on  a  mail  bid  basis.  I 
guarantee  the  authenticity  and  grade  of  each  and  am 
happy  to  present  these  for  your  consideration. 

Please  note  that  each  has  a  minimum  bid  assigned. 

1853-0  (NO  ARR.)  Vi  10<p 

(EXTRA  FINE-45) 

Seldom  seen  in  this  high  grade,  it  is  truly  a  rare  variety. 
The  vast  majority  of  the  160,000  mintage  was  melted  in 
1853  as  the  silver  content  was  greater  than  the  face 
value. 

This  specimen  is  a  Choice  EF  with  a  very  light  scratch  in 
the  obverse  right  field  and  a  smaller  one  at  the  53  in  the 
date.  These  are  mentioned  only  for  the  sake  of  complete 
accuracy  and  do  not  detract  appreciably  from  the 
overall  appearance  of  the  coin.  The  diognostic  weak 
"18"  in  the  date  and  the  doubled  "0"  mintmark  are  also 
clearly  seen. 


Min.  Bid:  $700.00 
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1861/0/1  Vi  lOqj 
(AU-55) 

The  same  variety  as  is  pictured  on  the  cover  of  Journal 
#25,  and  considered  Rare  by  Kann.  Clearly  shows  the 
remnants  of  the  "0"  between  the  6  and  1  as  well  as  the 
strongly  repunched  "1"  at  the  base.  The  diognostic 
crossed  die  polishing  marks  for  this  variety  are  also  pre- 
sent at  the  left  base  of  the  pedestal. 

Min.  Bid:  $450.00 


1876-CC  10<p  DOUB.  OBV. 

(VERY  FINE) 

Again,  the  cover  coin  variety  for  many  of  the  recent  Jour- 
nals. Strongly  doubled  obverse  die  and  very  difficult  to 
locate  in  the  upper  grades.  This  specimen  has  the  "B" 
reverse,  with  the  right  "C"  of  the  mintmark  higher. 

Min.  Bid:  $200.00 


Please  send  all  bids  to: 
Bill  Fivaz 
P.O.  Box  888660 
Dunwoody,  GA  30338 

Closing  Date  for  All  Bids:  August  5, 1983 
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DIME  VARIETY  DISCOVERY 
by 

Roy  D.  Ash 

One  of  the  more  interesting  and  rewarding  aspects  of  our  hobby  is  the 
discovery  of  a  new  or  at  least  unpublished  variety  of  coinage.  The  ultimate 
challenge  and  subsequent  sense  of  satisfaction  must  be  associated  with 
the  discovery  of  a  previously  unknown  date  or  mintmark  combination.  I  can 
envision  the  sense  of  excitement  the  discoverers  of  the  1870-S  half  dime 
must  have  felt  a  few  years  ago.  This  uncovering  was  one  of  the  most 
dramatic  in  Liberty  Seated  history.  A  true  numismatic  achievement,  and  a 
financially  rewarding  one  as  well. 

Of  course  all  of  us  cannot  hope  to  be  so  fortunate  as  to  be  involved  on 
such  a  dramatic  level  of  discovery.  We  will  have  to  be  satisfied  with 
discoveries  a  little  less  earth-shaking,  but  still  significant  in  their  own  right. 
Not  too  many  years  ago  our  numismatic  fraternity  still  regarded  the  1864-P 
half  dime  as  a  proof  only  issue,  in  fact  even  the  "red  book"  echoed  this  sen- 
timent. We  now  know  this  to  be  untrue  because  a  diligent  search  resulted 
in  the  uncovering  of  a  few  high  grade  business  strikes  of  this  date.  The 
discovery  of  the  1853/4  overdate  quarter  is  another  example  of  someone's 
sense  of  inquizitiveness  and  attention  to  detail,  which  was  rewarded  with 
the  discovery  of  a  major  variety.  The  bottom  line  being  that  even  92  years 
after  the  Liberty  Seated  series  terminated,  the  potential  and  opportunity  for 
significant  discoveries  still  exists. 
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During  the  past  couple  of  months  I  have  been  assisting  one  of  our  fellow 
LSCC  members  in  locating  and  acquiring  a  few  specimens  of  the  1873  NA 
dime.  While  discussing  this  with  another  long  time  numismatic  acquain- 
tance, I  was  given  an  opportunity  to  look  at  his  U.S.  type  set  which  con- 
tained an  1873  NA  dime.  The  coin  was  a  sharp  AU  specimen  and  quite  at- 
tractive; but  something  caught  my  eye,  the  date  didn't  look  quite  normal.  I 
requested  permission  to  borrow  the  coin  for  further  study  and  comparison. 
Under  increased  magnification  the  date  revealed  multiple  recutting,  I  dared 
hope  that  it  might  even  be  an  overdate  discovery.  I  compared  the  coin  with 
the  plates  in  Kamal  Ahwash's  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Liberty 
Seated  Dimes  and  found  no  comparable  specimen  for  this  year.  The  only 
reference  I  could  find  for  the  variety  was  contained  in  an  article  written  by 
Kenneth  R.  Hill  that  appeared  in  Issue  #14  or  the  journal. 

The  1873  NA  dime  that  I  examined  had  recutting  on  all  four  digits  in  the 
date.  The  digit  1  shows  recutting  just  over  the  left  base  of  the  digit  and 
along  the  left  side  of  the  upright.  The  8  shows  an  extra  segment  to  the  left 
of  the  lower  loop.  The  7  shows  the  strongest  recutting  with  the  remains  of 
an  earlier  punch  visible  from  the  lower  left  side  of  the  digit  running  up  to 
near  the  lower  edge  of  the  serif.  There  is  a  small  segment  to  the  left  of  the 
lower  loop  of  the  3  and  another  running  through  the  inside  of  the  lower  loop 
of  the  digit. 

I  have  always  been  impressed  by  the  unending  efforts  of  Kam  Ahwash  in 
his  research  on  Seated  coinage.  His  byline  "Knowledge  through  Research" 
resulted  in  the  establishment  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  and  has  been 
responsible  for  the  continued  growth  of  LSCC.  I  therefore  feel  a  genuine 
sense  of  satisfaction  at  discovering  a  variety  unpublished  in  his  en- 
cyclopedia even  if  it  had  previously  been  described  by  a  fellow  LSCC 
member. 


COIN  COUNTRY  •  STEPHEN  D.  LAST 

LSCC  ^iz 

Going  to  ANA?  5  minutes  from  Town  &  Country.  Take  1-8  East 
to  70th  St.  70th  St.  to  University  Ave.  Left  to  7788  University 
Ave. 

M-F  10-5,  S  10-Noon  619-464-1945 
7788  University  Avenue  •  La  Mesa,  CA  92041 


19 


KAM'S  KORNER 
by 

Kamal  M.  Ahwash 


This  column  will  be  the  last  of  the  Kam's  Korner  series  due  to  Kam's  un- 
timely death  on  April  30, 1983.  The  answers  to  these  questions  were  recent- 
ly submitted  by  Kam  for  publication  and  it  seemed  only  appropriate  to  use 
them  in  a  final  column.  Kam's  contributions  to  the  journal  will  be  greatly 
missed  but  his  dedication  to  the  study  of  Seated  coinage  has  stimulated 
the  growth  of  LSCC  to  where  it  will  be  a  lasting  tribute  to  the  effort  that  he 
began. 


Q.  I  was  recently  going  through  some  old  editions  of  Coin  World  when 
I  found  an  article  written  by  you  in  1974.  It  was  an  article  in  the  Col- 
lectors Clearinghouse  and  it  concerned  different  varieties  of  the 
1878-CC  dime.  In  this  article  there  were  large  pictures  of  examples 
that  you  have  labeled  with  Variety  I,  Variety  II  and  Variety  III.  Variety 
III  was  the  variety  with  the  missing  left  ribbon.  After  this  article  was 
published  I  purchased  an  1878-CC  dime  and  it  is  identical  to  the 
photographs  of  your  Variety  III.  I  would  like  to  have  any  information 
you  could  give  me  on  this  variety. 


A.  The  1878-CC  Variety  III  was  struck  from  an  old  reverse  die  used  for 
the  1877-CC  dime.  This  1877-CC  A-4  variety  is  pictured  on  page  309 
of  my  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Liberty  Seated  Dimes.  Odd  that 
they  should  use  this  year  old  die  but  they  did  and  it  shattered,  caus- 
ing the  Variety  III.  This  1878-CC  A-3  variety  is  pictured  on  page  321 
of  my  book. 

Q.  I  am  a  serious  collector  of  Seated  dimes  and  am  interested  in  obtain- 
ing some  of  the  rarer  dates  of  the  Liberty  Seated  series.  Just  recently 
I  purchased  a  rather  inexpensive  1886  AU/UNC  dime  which  has  a  re- 
cut  6.  Your  book  indicates  that  this  particular  variety  would  be  a 
Rarity  6  in  Uncirculated  grade.  Since  the  dealer  I  bought  the  dime 
from  did  not  recognize  its  rarity,  this  leads  me  to  question  whether 
there  is  a  market  value  for  this  variety  over  and  above  its  ordinary 
value  for  scarcity  and  condition?  KH. 

A.  The  1886/6  dime  is  scarce,  not  rare,  in  a  nice  Uncirculated  grade.  I 
suppose  that  15%  over  a  normal  date  would  be  a  fair  premium  for 
this  variety. 
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Q.  Enclosed  is  an  1848  half  dime  that  I  purchased  over  20  years  ago. 
The  dealer  I  purchased  it  from  said  that  it  had  the  largest  date  he 
had  ever  seen  on  a  half  dime,  since  the  date  extends  well  up  into 
the  base  of  the  figure.  He  called  it  an  Extra  Large  date.  Is  this  truly 
an  Extra  Large  date  or  is  it  simply  what  is  known  as  the  Large  date 
variety?  RH. 

A.  The  1848  half  dime  you  describe  is  an  1848  V-1  variety,  "Large  date 
overlaps  base".  In  my  forthcoming  book  on  half  dimes  it  will  be  an 
1848  A-1.  This  variety  is  really  an  1848/48  but  the  doubling  wears 
down  after  only  a  few  pieces  were  struck. 

Q.  How  come  the  Red  Book  doesn't  list  the  mintage  on  the  1849-0 
Seated  quarter?  Do  you  know  about  how  many  there  are  now?  ED. 

A.  The  Red  Book  does  not  list  a  mintage  figure  because  it  is  not  certain 
just  how  many  were  minted.  Some  references  list  a  mintage  of  16,000 
pieces.  I  would  estimate  about  75  pieces  exist  today. 


FREE  FRICE  LIST 

My  periodic  fixed  price  list,  the  "Rare  Coin  Letter"  always 
contains  interesting  offerings  of  Liberty  Seated  coins, 
from  half  dimes  to  silver  dollars.  The  coins  are  described  in 
detail,  often  with  interesting  historical  and  technical 
notes,  or  comments  on  pedigree  and  rarity. 

I  pride  myself  on  my  strict,  no-nonsense  grading  and  on 
pricing  that  is  realistic  and  in  line  with  the  market.  So  if 
you're  fussy  about  quality  and  want  nothing  more  (or  less) 
than  good  value  for  your  money,  drop  me  a  line.  I'll  put 
you  on  my  mailing  list  to  receive  my  price  lists  for  the  next 
year. 


).  D.  PARSONS 

(213)  544  0831 
P.O.  Box  7000-302       Palos  Verdes  Peninsula,  CA  90274 
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AN  1874  DIME  WITH  RECUT  DATE 


Shown  below  is  a  picture  of  an  1874  dime  with  a  recut  date  sent  in  by 
Kamal  Ahwash.  Doubling  shows  at  the  base  of  the  final  two  digits  in  the 
date  with  arrows  on  the  photo  pointing  to  the  areas  that  show  the  previous 
punches.  In  particular  doubling  shows  at  the  lower  left  edge  of  the  digit  7 
and  below  the  base  of  the  digit  4.  There  is  also  minor  doubling  below  the 
crossbar  to  the  left  of  the  upright  of  the  4. 

Other  die  characteristics  may  help  identify  the  variety  on  lower  grade 
pieces.  The  left  edge  of  the  upper  serif  of  the  digit  1  falls  under  the  point  of 
the  shield  and  the  left  edge  of  the  lower  serif  is  over  the  center  of  a  denti- 
cle. The  pendant  in  the  skirt  is  over  the  left  side  of  the  7  in  the  date  but  just 
right  of  the  left  serif  of  the  digit.  The  left  arrow  shaft  points  just  below  the 
upper  serif  of  the  1  and  appears  to  be  centered  in  the  field.  The  right  arrow 
points  noticeably  upward.  Does  anyone  have  a  piece  to  match  this  variety? 
Check  your  collection,  you  never  know  what  you  may  find. 

The  Editor. 
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DIE  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  THE  1869  SEATED  DOLLAR 

by 

Kenneth  R.  Hill 


Last  summer  while  examining  an  1869  Seated  Dollar  I  no- 
ticed the  following  die  characteristics  which  I  would  like  to  report.  The 
obverse  has  a  recut  date.  The  digits  1  and  8  are  recut  at  the  base.  The 
reverse  is  struck  from  a  doubled  die.  The  doubling  is  evident  on  IN  GOD  WE 
TRUST. 

Since  then  I  have  examined  five  other  pieces  which  all  appeared  to  be 
from  the  same  dies.  The  recut  digits  are  visible  on  lower  grade  pieces,  but 
the  doubling  on  the  motto  is  not. 


Doubling  at  Base  of  18  in  Date  of  1869  Dollar. 


MICHAEL  VEZZETTI  COIN  CO. 


HALF  DIMES 


1838  MS-63  $850 

1843  XF  35 

1845  XF  35 

1850  XF  50 

1850  MS-63   675 

18510  XF  50 

1853  VF-30  22 

1856  VF-30    20 

1857-  0  VF  30 

1858-  0  XF  40 

1859  XF/AU  90 

1860  MS-60   250 

1861  XF/AU  35 

1862  XF/AU  35 

1863-S  VF  45 

1863-  S  XF/AU  200 

1864-  S  BU,  rare  in  mint  state  825 

1866-  S  BU  700 

1867-  S  XF  110 

1869-S  XF  80 

1872-S  l\1S-63   550 

DIMES 

1840  XF  $50 

1842-0  VF  45 

1842-0  XF  90 

1849-0  VF  100 

1851  XF  35 

1856  '  XF  30 

1857  CH.BU  800 

1857-0  BU  400 

1859-  0  VF  30 

1862  CH.BU  415 

1870  XF/AU  30 

1875  XF  20 

1875-CC  In  wreath,  XF  55 

1875-  CC  Below  wreath,  XF/AU   65 

1876  VF  8 

1876-  CC  XF  30 

1877-  CC  XF  25 

1878  VF  8 

1883  CH.AU  75 

1888  VF  8 

1888-S  XF  20 

1889  XF  18 

1890  XF/AU  25 

1890  MS-63   420 

1890-S  XF  55 

1890-S  VF-30  35 

1891  XF  20 

TWENTY  CENTS 

1875-S  XF  $155 


QUARTERS 


1840  Drapery,  XF  $210 

1840-  0     Drapery  AU  450 

1841  XF  275 

1841  AU  450 

1841-  0     VF  60 

1842  Fine  150 

1842-  0     VF-30  65 

1842-  0     XF  110 

1843-  0     VF  75 

1845       CH.BU  775 

1847       VF-30  40 

1847  CH.BU  775 

1847-0     VF-30  125 

1847-0     XF/AU  310 

1848  VF-30    200 

1848  XF  275 

1849  VF-30  85 

1849  XF/AU  280 

1850  VF  60 

1850  XF/AU  225 

1851  XF  180 

1852-0     Good  210 

1853       AU  275 

1855       AU  175 

1855       CH.BU  1300 

1855-0     VF-30  150 

18570     BU  525 

1857-0     CH.BU  1000 

1857-  S    Borderline  UNC  775 

1858-  0     VG  20 

1860-0     VF-30  90 

1861  AU  110 

1862  BU  360 

1868-S    XF/AU  350 

1871-S    XF/AU  875 

1876       AU  100 

1877-CC  MS-63   625 

1883       Fine  120 

1891       CH.BU  625 

1891S    AU  75 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1840       AU  $150 

1844       XF/AU  70 

1844       GemUnc  3750 

1845-0     CH.BU  975 

1848       XF  95 

1850-0     BU  450 

1852-0     XF  300 

1853  VF  70 

1854  CH.AU  325 
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HALF  DOLLARS 


DOLLARS 


1855-0     VG  $12 

1857       XF/AU  75 

18590     AU  120 

1859-S    BU  550 

1860       VF  55 

1860  XF  150 

1861  XF  50 

1863  CH.  Proof,  planchet  flaw  .  375 

1863-S    CH.AU  250 

1866-S    No  Motto  XF/AU  500 

1868       XF  250 

1877-CC  CH.BU  975 

1879       CH.BU  1150 

1881       VF  300 

1889  VF-30    275 

1890  VF  255 

DOLLARS 

1840       XF  $425 

1840  AU+  550 

1841  XF-f   260 

1841       XF  235 

1843      AU  scratch  300 

1847       VF-30  190 

1849       AU  480 

1850-0     XF/AU  1100 

1850-0     Fine  360 

1855  XF+   1550 

1856  AU  740 

1857  CH.BU  1875 


1859  Proof-55  $775 

1859-  0     XF+   220 

1860  AU+  950 

1860-  0     XF  220 

1862  AU  rim  nick  900 

1863  VF  400 

1864  XF  500 

1865  XF/AU  525 

1865      XF  cleaned  300 

1867       XF/AU  450 

1869  XF/AU  450 

1870  XF/AU  300 

1870  CC  VF-30    550 

1871-  CC  F15/VF20   2050 

1872       VF  180 

1872  XF  fields  rough   160 

1872-  CC  XF/AU  1850 

1872-S    XF-f   775 

1873   475 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1874  CC  CH.BU  $1300 

1877-S    AU  250 

1877-S    CH.BU  1200 


CONDITIONS 

1 .  Graded  by  ANA  standards. 

2.  Full  14  day  return  privilege. 

3.  Orders  over  $200.  postpaid. 

4.  IVIoney  orders  get  immediate  delivery,  checks  must  clear. 

5.  Illinois  residents  add  5%  sales  tax. 

6.  Call  collect  to  reserve  orders. 


We  attend  most  major  coin  shows.  Send  us  your  want  list.  We  can  find  the 
coins  you  need. 

Member  ANA,  LSCC,  ILLNA,  MSNS 


Michael  Vezzetti  Coin  Company 
Box  64 
Peru,  Illinois  61354 


Telephone  (815)  224-3133  after  6:30  p.m. 
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ANOTHER  ERROR  1858-0  HALF  DOLLAR  REPORTED 


Shown  below  is  a  picture  of  an  1858-0  half  dollar  with  the  base  of  two 
previously  punched  digits  showing  well  up  into  the  base  of  the  rock.  In  par- 
ticular one  can  clearly  see  the  base  of  a  previous  digit  1  over  the  top  of  the 
1  in  the  date  extending  into  the  field  just  below  the  base  of  the  rock.  There 
is  also  a  circular  arc  that  can  be  seen  over  the  8  in  the  date  which  appears 
to  be  the  remains  of  an  earlier  8  punch  that  was  struck  into  the  base  of  the 
rock.  No  evidence  of  previous  punches  can  be  seen  over  the  last  two  digits 
In  the  date. 

The  coin  pictured  below  was  purchased  by  Earl  Brown  of  Ballwin, 
Missouri  on  January  14, 1978  at  an  auction  in  Elizabethtown,  Kentucky  con- 
ducted by  the  Grain  Auction  Co.  The  coin  was  subsequently  sent  to  ANACS 
who  declared  it  genuine  and  graded  it  XF-45.  It  was  during  this  examination 
that  Tom  DeLorey  at  ANACS  noticed  the  extra  punches  up  into  the  rock  and 
brought  it  to  the  attention  of  the  owner.  Discoveries  such  as  this  continue 
to  make  numismatics  an  interesting  and  rewarding  field  of  study  for  the 
dedicated  researcher. 

While  the  discovery  of  the  extra  punches  in  the  rock  would  have  to  make 
this  an  unusual  variety  it  is  only  the  third  error  half  dollar  of  this  date  to  sur- 
face. In  Issue  #9  of  the  journal  we  reported  the  first  1858-0  half  dollar  with 
extra  date  punches  visible  through  the  date  area.  Jim  Pryor  reported  on 
another  variety  of  this  date  with  extra  date  punches  in  Issue  #26  of  the  jour- 
nal. While  such  varieties  are  interesting  and  unusual  there  is  no  telling 
what  other  varieties  may  surface  as  collectors  continue  to  examine  their 
coins  more  closely  than  they  have  in  past  years. 

The  Editor. 
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HALF  DIMES 

1849-0     Good-5  $25 

1849-0    VG-10  scratch  at  star  9  30 

1851  XF+   60 

1858       XFV4   37 

1861  About  Fine  10 

1862  Proof-63,  from  rough 
dies.  See  comments, 
Raiston  Sale  Lot  #595, 

Ivy  5-30-83   450 

1863-S    Good -I-  13 

1869       XF-AU  55 

DIMES 

1837  Large  date,  F-15  minor 

rim  repair  below  date  $60 

1838  0     No  Stars,  F-15  orig  105 

1838       Sm  stars,  VF-30 -»- orIg  75 

1838      Lg  stars,  AU  sharp  120 

1841-0    VF -t- nice  album  toning  35 

1841-0    Fine,  original  18 

1843-0    F-12,  fiat  wreath  100 

1844      VF  30 -I- /25  original  130 

1847  XF-AU  Var.  1  orig.  superb 

strike.  Unimprovable!  195 

1847  Fine,  Var.  3,  original  33 

1848  About  Fine  original  12 

1849  XF-AU  original  65 

1852  VF  original  22 

1853-0    Fine  original  15 

1857       XF-AU  original  50 

1876-CC  VF-20  or  better,  orig  10 

1889-S    VF-30/20  scrs  hidden  15 

1890       AU  sharp,  purple  &  gold  45 

1890      VF  nice  original  9 


QUARTERS 

1845      XF-AU,  dipped,  circular 

die  break  $90 

1845       About  Fine  original  12 

1851-0    VF-20/15,  a  few  marks, 

most  stars  flat  365 

1853/4    VF-20  or  better,  late  dies .  .  .  200 

1854       VG-H  original  8 

1858       XF  original,  lite  strike  40 

1858       Fine  original  11 

1876       VG+ original  7 

1876-CC  Fine  reeding,  XF -f^   55 

1878-S    F-15  original,  toned 

marks  on  rev  110 

1879      XF-40  or  better  original  275 


HALVES 

1 845      VF-30  thin  scratches  in 
obverse  field.  Reeding 


removed!   $59 

1845-0    No  Drapery,  G-6, 

obv.  scrs  9 

1854-0     Full  Good  11 

1874       XF  sharp  cleaned   175 

1874       G/VG,6/10  15 

1875-S    AU  liteiy  cleaned, 

bold  strike   87 

1880  VF-25/20,  few  minor 

obv  scrs  215 

1881  Nearly  VG  original  165 

DOLLARS 

1845      XF  pleasing  but  lite 

cleaning  $400 

1859-S    Good-6  original, 

no  problems  175 

1863  VF-35  obverse  halo  toning  .365 
1871       VF-20/25  175 


Under  $20  add  $1.00  toward  postage  and  insurance.  30  day  return.  Conservative 
grading.  Over  5  coins  or  $500  tal<e  5%  discount.  Cash  sales  preferable,  but  fair 
trades  considered.  See  my  buy  list. 

BUYING  THESE  NICE  CIRCULATED  COINS  GENERALLY  IN  THE  $25  TO  $500  RANGE: 

Low  mintage  key,  semi-key  Seated  -  All  series;  common  dates  XF-AU.  These  commoner 
halves  in  original,  totally  problem  free  VF:  1839  WD,  1841-0,  1842  to  1846  1846-0  Sm 
Date,  1848-0,  1849,  1849-0,  1861-S,  1863,  1864-8,  1868,  1871-S,  1872,  1872-s'and  1873-s'. 
Write  briefly  first  or  ship  for  firm  offer.  Problem  coins  discouraged  except  with  lots  or 
collections.  Want  lists  welcome;  I'm  slow  but  thorough. 

JOHN  GRIFFIN  LSCC  #420 

P.O.  Box  26019  •  Denver,  Colorado  80226 
Telephone  (303[  986-0767 
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AN  1861  QUARTER  WITH  REPUNCHED  6 


Pictured  below  is  the  date  area  of  an  1861  quarter  sent  in  by  James  Fair- 
field that  appears  to  have  the  remains  of  an  earlier  punch  inside  the  lower 
loop  of  the  digit  6  in  the  date.  There  is  an  extra  arc  that  runs  through  the 
center  of  the  lower  loop  of  the  digit  that  appears  to  be  part  of  a  previously 
punched  6.  A  careful  study  of  the  date  area  shows  no  additional  evidence 
of  previously  punched  digits. 

For  completeness  it  should  be  noted  that  the  piece  has  the  new  obverse 
design  for  this  period  with  the  strong  vertical  segments  over  the  E  in 
LIBERTY.  This  obverse  is  more  completely  described  on  page  23  of  Issue 
#7  of  the  Journal.  The  piece  also  has  the  new  reverse  design  for  this  period 
where  the  eagle's  eye  is  positive  or  convex.  This  reverse  is  more  completely 
described  on  page  18  of  Issue  #6  of  the  Journal. 

The  picture  of  the  1861  quarter  was  taken  by  Tom  Mulvaney  at  Para- 
mount International  Coin  Corp. 

The  Editor 
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AN  1878  COUNTERFEIT  HALF 


Shown  below  is  a  picture  of  an  1878  half  dollar  that  has  been  identified 
as  a  counterfeit.  This  piece  has  many  errors  in  the  design  that  can  be 
detected  when  compared  to  the  features  of  a  genuine  half.  The  counterfeit 
weighs  a  little  over  three  grains  light,  has  a  larger  diameter  and  is  thicker 
than  the  genuine  specimens.  The  surface  is  oily  and  dark  and  the  piece  has 
a  much  finer  reeding  gauge  than  seen  on  genuine  halves  for  this  mint  and 
period.  The  photographs  and  the  information  given  above  were  sent  in  by 
Bill  Bugert  who  had  the  opportunity  to  take  pictures  of  the  coin  for  presen- 
tation to  club  members.  This  coin  and  others  like  it  were  made  during  the 
19th  century  of  base  metals  and  placed  into  circulation  by  passing  them  on 
to  unsuspecting  merchants.  Such  pieces  can  easily  be  detected  by  the 
Seated  specialist  but  they  are  good  enough  to  go  undetected  by  the  col- 
lector or  investor  not  familiar  with  Seated  coinage. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

I  intended  to  write  to  you  concerning  my  1840-0  Variety  6  half  dollar  but 
James  C.  Gray  beat  me  to  the  punch.  It  appears  that  I  have  still  a  later  die 
state  of  this  variety  than  the  one  he  describes  in  Issue  #26. 1  have  an  EF-40 
coin  struck  as  described  in  Issue  #26  except  my  piece  has  an  additional  die 
crack  starting  in  the  denticles  below  the  lowest  leaf  and  then  running  on  to 
the  H  in  HALF  DDL  The  crack  runs  through  the  leaves  into  the  lower  left 
wing.  I'll  bet  there  is  still  a  later  die  state  of  this  variety  yet  to  be  found. 

Jerry  Martin 
LSCC  #545 


It  is  with  great  sadness  and  a  sense  of  personal  loss  that  I  have  learned 
of  the  death  of  Kam  Ahwash  on  April  30,  1983.  His  knowledge  of  and  devo- 
tion to  the  Liberty  Seated  series  is  a  serious  loss  to  numismatics.  He  per- 
sonally devoted  15  years  and  hundreds  of  hours  at  auctions  and  shows 
looking  for  the  right  coins  to  build  my  half  dime  set.  It  could  not  have  been 
accomplished  without  his  knowledge,  energy  and  love  for  half  dimes. 
Farewell  to  a  great  guy. 

Stuart  Levine 
LSCC  #133 


Gobrecht  Journal  Issue  #24  contained  an  article  by  James  Pryor  on  An 
Unreported  1847-0  Half.  During  the  latter  half  of  1979,  I  had  the  fortunate 
opportunity  to  review  and  expand  upon  an  extensive  listing  of  Seated  half 
dollars  compiled  by  Walter  Breen  who  was  gathering  material  for  an  en- 
cyclopedia of  U.S.  Coins.  Walter's  manuscript  included  an  "1847-0  Double 
Date.  Very  Rare.  Discovered  by  John  H.  Clapp."  At  that  time,  I  checked  the 
1847-0  in  my  collection  and  found  that  I  was  the  unwitting  owner  of  a  dou- 
ble date.  Accordingly,  the  checklist  I  prepared  for  the  Seated  Half  Dollar 
Census  lists  the  1847-0  double  date,  and  the  published  census  (Issue  #19) 
shows  two  pieces  reported.  The  XF-AU  piece  is  mine  and  the  UNC  piece 
was  reported  by  James  Pryor.  My  1847-0  double  date  is  from  the  same  die 
pair  as  Mr.  Pryor's  coin  with  the  blundered  obverse  (first  date  obliquely 
punched  with  1  protruding  into  base  of  rock  and  7  almost  normal)  and 
broken  reverse  with  heavy  break  over  ED  STAT.  Perhaps  an  early  fatality  to 
the  reverse  die  forced  the  die  pair  out  of  service  and  the  obverse  was  never 
used  again.  This  could  account  for  its  rarity. 

Randy  Wiley 
LSCC  #251 
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What  is  the  source  of  the  mintmark  on  the  1854-0  Huge  0  quarter?  It  ap- 
pears that  the  particular  punch  used  for  that  mintmark  was  not  used  on  any 
other  U.S.  coin  before  or  since,  either  as  a  mintmark  or  as  part  of  the  legend 
or  denomination.  Are  there  any  early  die  state  pieces  out  there  which  do 
not  have  a  die  break  along  the  top  of  QUAR? 

Jim  Snell 
LSCC  #163 


Please  add  my  name  to  the  list  of  those  who  mourn  the  loss  of  Kam 
Ahwash.  He  was  a  tireless,  enthusiastic  and  dedicated  contributor  to  our 
hobby.  Most  of  all,  he  was  a  good  friend  and  he  will  be  greatly  missed. 

Bill  Carpenter 
LSCC  #070 


LSCC  ANNUAL  MEETING 

The  Tenth  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the 
92nd  Anniversary  Convention  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association. 
The  convention  will  be  held  at  the  Town  &  Country  Hotel  In  San  Diego, 
California  from  August  16  through  August  20,  1983.  The  club  meeting  will 
be  held  at  the  Convention  Center  in  the  Forum  Room  on  Thursday  August 
18,  1983  at  10:00  a.m.  Please  try  to  attend.  There  will  be  an  announcement 
of  the  results  of  this  year's  election  of  Officers,  an  announcement  of  the  ar- 
ticle selected  by  the  members  as  the  best  to  appear  in  the  journal  during 
the  last  year,  a  short  business  meeting  and  an  opportunity  for  members  to 
exchange  information  on  Seated  coins. 

An  agenda  for  the  business  meeting  has  not  yet  been  drawn  up  but 
several  items  have  already  been  prepared  for  presentation  at  the  meeting. 
These  topics  include:  1)  a  financial  report  for  the  current  year  from  the  club 
Secretary-Treasurer,  2)  the  setting  of  club  dues  for  the  next  club  year,  3)  the 
discussion  of  a  cover  coin  to  be  used  on  the  next  three  issues  of  the  journal 
and  4)  presentation  of  the  certificate  for  the  article  selected  as  the  best  to 
appear  in  the  journal  during  the  past  year. 

Other  items  will  be  added  to  the  meeting  agenda  as  they  develop  for 
discussion  by  the  club  members.  Every  attempt  will  be  made  to  keep  the 
discussion  on  each  agenda  item  short  and  to  the  point  so  that  we  can  have 
a  brisk,  informative  and  productive  session.  See  you  in  San  Diego. 

John  McCloskey 
President  LSCC 
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r«  A  COLLECTORS        DEALERS  COLLECTOR/OEALERO  W 
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YOU  MAYD  NOTO  [I 


>  '  4 


SEND  MY   NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS 
1   COLLECT  BY  DATE   SEATED  HALF  OIMESO        OIMESO  fll 
QUARTERSD      HALF  DOLLARSQ         DOLLARSD  ALL  SEATEDC  ^ 

w 

>  •  4 


SIGNATURE  DATE 

Membership  Fee -$9.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation  A 

™  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $9.00  to:  ^-i 

•Js"  James  Skwarek  •  P.O.  Box  21813  ij- 

lU  Tuckaway  Station  •  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  53221  VjV 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or  change 
your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two  Journals 
returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has  moved  to  a  new 
Icxjation.  In  such  cases  we  must  wait  for  the  member  to  contact  us  and 
pr'ovide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unnecessary  delays  in  receiving 
the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  on  keeping  our  mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that 
you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible  of  any  change  of  address. 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads  or  club  policies  are  invited. 
This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it  on  behalf 
of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering  45429 
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U.  S.  COINS 
TOP  QUALITY 
TOP  RARITY 

BOUGHT  AND  SOLD 

WRITE  FOR  QUOTES 
COMMISSIONS  EXECUTED 
AT  MOST 
MAJOR  AUCTIONS  -  5%  FEE 


JULIAN  LEIDMAN 

8439  GEORGIA  AVE. 
SILVER  SPRING,  MD.  20910 

TEL.  301  -  585-8467 


In  Memorium 


KAMAL  M.  AH  WASH 

Kam  Ahwash,  founder  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  and  first  Presi- 
dent of  LSCC,  died  of  cancer  on  April  30,  1983  at  the  age  of  59. 
Kam  was  one  of  seven  individuals  who  met  at  the  ANA  convention 
in  Bal  Harbour,  Florida  in  August  1974  to  discuss  plans  for  the 
establishment  of  LSCC.  Kam  was  elected  President  of  the  club  at 
this  meeting  and  set  out  to  establish  a  journal  where  the  results  of 
research  on  Liberty  Seated  coinage  could  be  published  for  the 
benefit  of  Seated  collectors.  Almost  singlehandedly  he  collected 
the  information  that  was  to  appear  in  the  first  three  issues  and  set 
the  standards  that  we  have  continued  to  follow  over  the  years.  He 
believed  in  large  oversized  pictures  of  the  coins  discussed  in  an  ar- 
ticle so  that  the  reader  could  actually  see  the  die  characteristics  or 
die  defects  being  described.  He  examined  the  coins  he  purchased 
very  carefully  and  tirelessly  listed  the  die  varieties  for  many  dates 
of  Seated  coinage.  He  was  responsible  for  the  discovery  of  many 
new  varieties  and  was  responsible  in  many  ways  for  stimulating 
variety  collecting  of  Seated  coinage.  His  contributions  to  the  jour- 
nal will  be  greatly  missed  but  the  numismatic  research  that  he  so 
deeply  believed  in  will  be  carried  on  with  the  continued  publication 
of  the  Gobrecht  Journal.  Kam  will  long  be  remembered  by  his 
many  numismatic  friends  for  his  pioneering  work  in  the  Liberty 
Seated  coinage  of  the  19th  century. 


John  McCloskey 
President  LSCC 


